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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The following discourse was prepared and delivered in the ordinary course of the 
author’s pulpit performances, without any design of giving it to the public through the 
press. But its publication has been requested by the Executive Committee of the 
Greenwood and vicinity Anti-Slavery Society; and in order to correct misrepresenta~ 
tion, and believing it may have some influence in the emancipation of the enslaved 
millions in this country, I have acceded to the request of its publication. As the ser- 
mon was preached from short notes, the language of it, as published, will not, of course, 
be the same, verbatim, as when it was delivered. Those who heard the sermon, will, 
also, perceive that considerable additions have been made to it, which it is thought will 
enhance its value. 

I shall be met at the threshold of the discussion with the question, What have the 
people of the free States to do with slavery? In reply, I ask, what have the people of 
Christian lands to do with the idolatry of the heathen? Are we not bound to labor for 
the extinction of idolatry throughout the world, though we may not practice it? So if 
slavery be asin, and if slave-holders ought to emancipate their slaves, it is our duty to 
do what we can to persuade them to do it. Besides, have the free States nothing to do 
in the establishment, protection, and support of this awful system of oppression? 
Nothing to do with the civil compact, by which it is recognised and maintained? 
Nothing to do with the traffic in the souls and bodies of human beings in the District 
of Columbia? Nothing to do with a system that controls the legislation, and which is 
corrupting the morals, and hastening tho ruin of the nation? Nothing to do with ar- 
resting the fugitive, and forcing him back to the lash of his master? Verily, we have 
much to do. And whatsoever we find to do, іп the matter, let us do it with our might. 


SLAVERY A VIOLATION OF THE CONSTITUTION OF GOD, IN THE 
CREATION OF TEE HUMAN RACE. 


And hath made of one blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all the 
face of the earth. Acts xvii. 26. 


Tue word ‘blood’ in this passage signifies, according to the best 
Lexicographers and Commentators, race, kindred, lineage, progeny, * 
seed, stock, blood-relationship. 'The declaration of the Apostle, then, 
| is that all nations of men belong to the same race. The unity of the 
human family is here directly asserted. All mankind are descendants 
of common parents; they are the progeny of Adam and Eve. What- 
ever differences there may be, among the various nations and tribes of 
men, in form, size, color, manners, and customs, they are all the off- 
spring of the same first parents. All the nations of the earth consti- 
tute one vast brotherhood, bound together by a common origin, and 
a common humanity. The identity of the human species has been F 
denied by skeptics. The opposers of this truth are to be found chiefly 
among French naturalists. Voltaire has observed, that “ none but a 
blind man can doubt, that the whites, negroes, albinos, Hottentots, 
Laplanders, Chinese, and Americans, are entirely distinct races.” Des- 
monlins asserts the existence of' eleven independent families of the | 
human race. Bory de Saint Vincent increases the number to fifteen. 
Virey attributes to the negro, a different origin from the European, 
and goes so far as to suspect a certain paternity between the Hotten- 
tot and the baboon. According to the degrading theory of Lamarck, 
man’s bodily organization sprung from a casual, though»natural, or- 
ganization of the ape, and his mental powers are but the extension of 
the faculties of the brutes.* Н 

The progress of the science of the natural history of man, has fur- 
nished a triumphant refutation of these debasing theories. It has 
advanced so far as toleave no reasonable room, to doubt the common 
origin of every race. “The following points,” says Wiseman, “em- 
bracing all the elements of the problem,” how such varieties as are 
found, could have taken their rise in the human species, “have been 
satisfactorily solved. First, that accidental varieties, may arise in 
one race, tending to produce in it the characteristics of another; 
secondly, that these varieties may be perpetuated; thirdly, that cli- 
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*Wiseman’s Lectures, рр. 112, 113. ` 


mate, food, civilization, ete. may strongly influence the production of 
such varieties.”* The demonstration of these points, has removed 
the grounds whereon the adversaries of revelation have denied the 
unity of the origin of the different nations of men. 

But science, in this, as in many other cases, has echoed a truth long 
since uttered by the voice of inspiration. It is said in Genesis, 
“ These are the three sons of Noah, and of them was the whole earth 
overspread.” And the whole earth was of one language and of one 
speech.” 

The following conclusions necessarily result from the truth, that all 
men belong to the same race. 

1. All nations of men possess similar intellectual faculties. As 
they are, philosophically, included in the same species, they must pos- 
sess the same essential characteristics. Descending alike from Adam, 
they must possess a constitution, physical and mental, like his. The 
physical organization of all nations ts similar; their anatomical struc- 
ture is the same. So it is with regard 1o their intellectual constitu- 
tion. They all have intercourse with the external world through the 
five senses. They have reason, judgment, understanding, perception, 
memory, consciousness, &c. And they express their ideas by means 
of the same noble gift of speech. One nation may possess greater 
intellectual endowments than another, just as, in all nations, one in- 
dividual is endowed with a greater amount of talents than another. 
The intellectual faculties of some nations, moreover, are more per- 
fectly developed, and more highly cultivated than others. Still, simi- 
lar mental phenomena are perceived among all people; the same 
general intellectual constitution prevails among them all. Let the 
same causes operate alike upon all; let the elevating influences of 
christianity and education be brought to bear upon ail nations, and 
those tribes, now sunk, in intellectual stupidity, almost to the level of 
the brute, will speedily assume their places beside those nations that 
now boast of their intellectual superiority. In confirmation of this, 
we have only to turn our eyes to the Hottentots, a term long synoni- 
mous with the greatest mental stupidity and debasement, and we 
behold them, under the influence of christian instruction, rising in 
intellectual excellence, and to the station of an enlightened and chris- 
tian people. Some of the brightest luminaries of the church have 
belonged to the despised African race. The descendants of Ham 
have exhibited specimens of intellectual greatness, that prove them to 
be not inferior to those of either of his brothers. “To Ham was al- 
lotted,” in the grand division of the earth among the sons of Noah, 
“ Africa, together with certain districts of Asia. The mighty empires 
of Assyria and Egypt, the commercial republics of Sidon, and Tyre 
and Carthage, the Philistines and other nations of Palestine or Canaan 
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were his inheritance and his posterity. From him also are probably 
descended the American Indians.’’* 

2. If all nations belong to the same race, they all have, naturally, 
the same feelings and susceptibilities. 

Men, in all countries, possess the social sympathies. The conjugal, 
parental, and filial feelings are exercised by every people. The ties 
of friendship bind in happy union the hearts of men in every clime. 
The flame of love burns in the souls of men of every tribe. Similar 
passions dwell in every breast. All men are alike, the subjects of 
joy and hope, and fear, anger, wrath and malice. All men possess 
the same indestructable love of happiness, and the same instinctive 
fear of pain. And the happiness of one man is as dear to him as the 
happiness of another. Men, of all nations, have the same intellectual 
and moral intuitions. It has been truly observed, that, “if we look 
at man in the most dissimilar states of social life, however brutalized, 
or however cultivated, we shall certainly find that there is an approxi- 
mation of feeling, a similarity of affections, and a faculty of adapta- 
tion, which clearly show that the faculty corresponding to the 
instinct of animals, is identical through the entire race. The Mo- 
hawks, and Osages, the inhabitants of the Sandwich or the Pelew 
Islands, by short intercourse with Europeans, especially when brought 
into our countries, have learnt to adapt themselves to all the proprie- 
ties of life as understood by us, and formed attachments and friend- 
ships of the most affectionate nature with men of another race.” 
All nations exhibit similarity of moral attributes, the enduring power 
of domestic affections, the common feelings regarding property and 
the methods of protecting it, and accordance upon the leading points 
of the moral code. : 

3. As all nations belong to the same race, they all possess, naturally, 
the sume moral nature. One nation is, naturally, no better than ano- 
ther. They all descended from the same apostate father, and inherit 
а common depravity. The hearts of all men are desperately wicked. 
All have gone astray; there is none righteous, no, not опе. The Phari- 
see, indeed, did give thanks to God that he was not as other men are, 
and іп so doing he gave utterance to a feeling very general among 
men. But all have sinned, and are by nature, children of wrath. 
The white man is, naturally, no better than the negro, or the Indian. 
The several varieties of the human species, however much they may 
differ in physical characteristics, have, in the essentials of their moral 
nature, a perfect resemblance. Wherever man is found, Не’ 1$ natu- 
rally an alien from God. 

The vast difference existing between different nations, in a moral 
point of view, is owing, not to difference in moral nature, but to the 
gospel of the blessed God. Let all nations enjoy the same moral ad- 


*Dr. Lindsley in Bib. Repos. Vol. 6, second series, р. 12. Quere, if it is right to en- 
slave the negroes, because they are the progeny of Ham, would it not be right to make 
slaves of the Indians? 


vantages, and they will rise to the same level of moral excellence. 
On the contrary, if the Bible, with all its hallowed influences, were 
removed from the earth,a century would not elapse before all nations 
would be sunk in one undistinguished mass of moral pollution. 

4. As all men belong to the same race, and possess the same ele- 
ments of moral nature, they all are equally entitled to the benefits of 
the gospel. All are alike sinners, and, therefore, have need of its pro- 
visions. God designed the gospel for all men. “God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.’ Jesus Christ 
“tasted death Юг every man.” “ He is a propitiation for the sins of 
the whole world.” Hence the command is, “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature.” There is therefore no duty 
more obligatory upon the church than to send the gospel to the hea- 
then. He that denies or evades this duty, forfeits all claim to the pos- 
session of christian benevolence. And while we endeavor to revive 
christianity in the seven churches of Asia, and in Persia, and while 
we send the gospel to India,and China, and the Islands of the Sea, the 
ignorant and destitute of our own land have need of the same blessed 
gospel, and the same claims upon christian benevolence. Hence the 
slave has a right to be taught to read the word of God, and all that 
relates to his soul’s well-being. That community that withholds the 
Bible from the hands of the slave, practically annuls the commands of 
God, and tramples, with unhallowed feet, upon the dearest interests of 
immortal souls. That system is essentially iniquitous that forbids any 
human being to read the word of God. Тһе Bible is a legacy of God 
to all men, which no human authority has a right to withhold or cir- 
cumscribe. 

5. If all nations belong to the same race, all men are brethren. 
Possessing a common nature, and descended from a common ancestry, 
they are bound to each other by the ties of a common brotherhood. 
“Have we not all one father? hath not one God created us? why do 
we deal treacherously every man against his brother?” Mal. ii: 10. 
He that infringes upon the rights of his fellow man, deals treacherous- 
ly against his brother, and has reason to fear the chastisement of the 
Father of all. 

6. All men are bound to obey the law of God. Men of all nations, 
being parts of the same race, are moral agents, and alike subjects of 
God’s moral government. They are alike bound to be subject to the 
Divine law. “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength; 
and thy neighbor as thyself.” Не that refuses to love God supremely, 
deifies himself, and robs God of his rights. He that does not love his 
neighbor as himself, is adjudged as a sinner, and incurs the displeasure 
of the Law-giver. “If ye fulfil the royal law, according to the Scrip- 
ture, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, ye do well: but if ye 
have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law 
as transgressors.” Jas. і: 8, 9 
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7. If all men belong to the same race, No nation has а right іо 
enslave another nation,—No more than one brother has a right to en- 
slave another brother. If the same God has made all nations of men 
of the same race, if they are endowed with the same intellectual con- 
stitution, if they have the same emotions and susceptibilities, if they 
have the same moral nature, if they have been redeemed by the same 
Savior, if all men are brethren, and if all nations are bound to obey 
the law of love, slavery is directly at war with the constitution of 
God and the rights of man. It deranges the divine economy. It 
annihilates the eternal and sacred distinction between person and 
thing: it robs human beings of personality, and transmutes them into 
things. “It sternly and stoutly refuses to let the slave be a man.” 
The language of slave law is, “Slaves shall be decreed, sold, taken, 
and reputed and adjudged in law to be chattels personal in the hands 
of their owners, ѓо all intents, constructions and purposes whatsoever.” 
Thus slavery directly contravenes the doctrine of the unity of the 
human race, and degrades its victims, in the scale of being, from the 
elevated point of humanity, to the level of the beasts that perish. 

Slavery is condemned alike by sound moral Philosophy, and the 


‘principles of the word of God. 


1. It is repugnant to the doctrines of Moral Philosophy. On this 
point I will avail myself of an admirable. passage in Dr. Wayland’s 
Elements of Moral Science. “ Domestic Slavery proceeds upon the 
principle that the master has a right to control the actions, physical 
and intellectual, of the slave, for his own, that is, the master’s indi- 
vidual benefit; and, of course, that the happiness of the master, when 
it comes in competition with the happiness of the slave, extinguishes 
in the latter the right to pursue it. It supposes, at best. that the 
relation between master and slave is not that which exists between 
man and man, but is a modification of that which exists between man 
and the brutes. Now, this manifestly supposes, that the two classes 
of beings are created with dissimilar rights: that the master possesses 
rights which have never been conceded by the slave; and that the 
slave has no rights at all over the means of happiness which God has 
given him, whenever these means of happiness can be rendered avail- 
able to the service of the master. It supposes that the Creator in- 
tended one human being to govern the physical, intellectual, and moral 
actions of as many other human beings as by purchase he can bring 
within his physical power; and that one human being may thus ac- 
quire a right to sacrifice the happiness of any number of other beings, 
for the purpose of promoting his own. 

_ “Slavery thus violates the personal liberty of man, as a physical, 
intellectual, and moral being.” It gives to the master the right to 
contro! the physical labor of the slave for the sake of the happiness of 
the master. It deprives the slave of the right to dispose of his person 
and labor as he pleases. It compels him to go at the bidding of 
another. It subjects the amount of labor, the kind of labor, and the 
remuneration for labor, entirely to the will of the master. It dooms 
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of meekness and forbearance under injury, will be well pleasing to 
God. Thus servants are commanded to be obedient to their own 
masters, “in singlenass of heart as unto Christ,” “doing the will of 
God from the heart, with good will doing service as to the Lord, and 
not to men.” Eph. vi. 5-7. “Servants are commanded to count their 
masters worthy of all honor, that the name of God and his doctrine 
be not blasphemed.” 1 Tim. vi. 1. ‘Exhort servants to be obedient 
to their own masters,” &c. “that they may adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour in all things.” Titus iii. 9. The manner in which the 
duty of servants or slaves is inculcated, therefore, affords no ground 
for the assertion, that the gospel authorises one man to hold another 
in bondage, any more than the command to honor the king, when that 
king was Nero, authorised the tvranny of the Emperor; or than the 
command to turn the other cheek, when one is smitten, justifies the 
infliction of violence by an injurious man.”* 

This is a triumphant vindication of the Bible against the charge of 
justifying slavery. It wrests from the grasp of the slave holder the 
least vestige of argument drawn from the gospel to sustain the un- 
righteous system ot American slavery. It plucks from his boson the 
unction so flatteringly applied to sooth his conscience under the guilt 
of holding his fellow beings in bondage. 

Slavery isan unmixed and unmitigated evil. It is without apology 
or paliation. То say that itis right, is an insult to reason and con- 
science. It is diametrically opposed to the self-evident principles of 
the declaration of American Independence. “ All men,” says this in- 
strument, “are created equal; they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain inalienable rights; among these are life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness.” If slavery is right, the axioms sct forth in 
that declaration as our apology to the world, for resisting unto blood, 
“the oppressions of Great Britain, are glaringly false; the American 
Revolution was but a successful rebellion; and our fathers should be 
regarded as a band of rebels, engaged in unlawful resistance against 
the lawful tyranny of George Ш. and his parliament. If the princi- 
ples of the declaration were fully adopted, we should no longer be 
guilty of contradicting our principles by our practice, every chain 
would instantly fall off, and the wailings of enslaved millions would 
no longer mingle, in horrid dissonance, with the joyful shouts of free- 
dom. We have published to the world that we are, and of right 
ought to Бе, a free and independent nation. But in contradiction to 
this, the most tyrannical system of oppression, on the face of the earth, 
is established, and protected by law, in this country. 


*Wayland, p. 226. 
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«‹ There is no flesh in man’s obdurate heart; 
It does not feel for man; the nat’ral bond 

Of brotherhood is sever’d, as the flax 

That falls asunder at the touch of fire. 

He finds his fellow guilty of askin 

Not color’d like his own; and, having pow’r 
"Г? enforce the wrong, for such a worthy cause 
Dooms and devotes him as his lawful prey. 
Then what із man? And what man, seeing this, 
And having human feelings, does not blush, 
And hang his head, to think himself a man.” 


The legitimate inference from this discussion is, that, if slavery be 
wrong, it ought to be immediately abolished. Sound reasoning and 
sound theology will admit of no other conclusion. Slavery is a vio- 
lation of the law of God, of the gospel of Christ, and the self-evident 
principles of justice. It is, therefore, a sin, and ought, at once, to 
cease. 

Many persons are greatly scandalized by the word abolition. Ima- 
ges of horror fill their minds, more terrific than that of the apocalyptic 
beast of seven heads and ten horns. The mention of the doctrine of 
immediate abolition, throws them into convulsions. And, strange to 
say, there are those professing godliness, who denounce slavery as sin- 
ful, and declaim loudly against it, who, still, are opposed to the imme- 
diate removal of this sin from the land! 

But what is abolition? A hundred voices are heard immediately to 
answer, “ Ít is to have all the negroes turned loose among us.” But 
this reply is not true. The abolition of slavery is entirely distinct 
from the question, where shall the emancipated slaves reside? And it 
affords no facilities to the arrival at just conclusions on this momen- 
tous subject to confound these points. It is a silly conjecture to sup- 
pose, that if slavery were abolished, the slaves would flock, en masse, 
to the non-slaveholding States. What inducements would they have 
to doit? If slavery were abolished in all the slave States, then all 
would be free States, and the motives that now induce the free blacks 
to emigrate to the free States, would, of course, cease to operate. 
Besides, the masters would need the services of the blacks after their 
emancipation, as much as before, and if they would do them justice, 
in giving them their freedom, and give them a just remuneration for 
their labor, they would not only do better service, but would remain 
contented and happy in the employment of their former owners. 

But why should they not be permitted to live among us? Because, 
it will be said, they are so ignorant and vicious. But this mental and 
moral debasement, which is acknowledged to be true, is one of the 
most powerfel reasons why slavery should immediately terminate. 
For what has produced this deplorable result? It is but the legitimate 
fruit of slavery. By denying to the slave intellectual and moral in- 
struction, it has debased both his intellectual and moral nature. And 
shall he be denied his freedom on this account? “Shall he be degraded 
by slavery, and then, his degradation be offered as a reason for con- 
tinuing him in bondage? Is that christianity? Is that justice? The 
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